
Waikite Valley School  

Developing Learners for Life 
1090 Waikite Valley Road, RD 1, Rotorua 3077   Tel 07 3331888 

 Weekly Panui -  Monday 12th November, 2018 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Tuesday 13 November 
 Waikite Valley 

School Athletics 
Sports 

Wednesday 14th November 

 Pod 2 sharing 
assembly 

 

Thursday 15th November 

 School Photos 
 
Tuesday 20th November 
 Reporoa Cluster 

Athletics at Lake 
Rerewhakaaitu 
School 

 Scholastic Book 
fair 20th - 23rd in 
the Waikite Valley 
School Library 

Friday 23rd November 
 Calendar Art  

orders due 

Kia ora whanau 

What a busy few weeks we are 
having.  Please follow our Face-
book page (see image below) and 
I will endeavour to post the daily 
whiteboard to keep us on track 
with events and activities         
happening in the school leading up 
to the end of the term.   

The classes have completed the 
work on their calendar art and we 
need to have our orders in by 
12pm this Friday - so if you are    
ordering diaries, calendars, cards, 
notebooks etc. for Christmas    
presents get your orders in using 
the form attached to this        
newsletter. 

TRIVIA NIGHT - 14th December - 
please organise a team for a fun 
night out.  We will take team    
bookings at the office and have  
organized EFTPOS for the night. 

CYBER SAFETY - If you are able 
to attend the John Parsons    
evening (7th Dec, 7pm at the   
Harvest Centre) I would strongly 
recommend.  This is an area we 
should all try to keep ourselves on 
the front foot. 
 

Teresa Topp 
Principal 
Waikite Valley School - Developing Learners for Life 
E: principal@waikitevalley.school.nz   
M:         027 634 4744 
Ph:       07 333 1888 

School Hats 
Please remember you 
need a hat at school to 

wear at    Morning Tea and 
Lunch. If you need a 

school hat, please  order at 
the office.  We will have in 
the next couple of weeks, 
in the meantime a good 
sunhat will 

suffice. 

 

 

On the Bogie - Waitewheta Tramway 



Sun 4th Nov: We drove from school through to Waihi and arrived at Waitawheta Valley trailhead on 
Franklin Rd at 11am and after eating morning tea and organising our packs we began hiking Daly’s 
Clearing Loop. Before entering the trail we had to clean our boots with brushes and a spray, this was to 
prevent the spread of the kauri dieback. After nearly 10km of mostly uphill hiking we arrived at Daly’s 
Clearing Hut at 2pm. We set about organising our bunk arrangements for the night. The huts have no 
power or cooking facilities, so we had carried our propane stoves in our backpacks which we used to 
cook our dinners and desserts. We played cards, worked on our ‘keeping ourselves safe’ activities and 
enjoyed each others company. After a peaceful night in Daly’s Clearing Hut, we got up and made our 
breakfast porridge. Each morning we repack our backpacks to make them as comfortable as possible 
for the day ahead.  



Mon 5th Nov: We departed Daly’s Clearing Hut at 
8.30, and hiked a steep descent to the Waitawheta 
tramway. Once the trail joined to the tramway we 
walked along the Waitawheta River, with more than 3 
swing bridge crossings and 1 rock-hopper river   
crossing. We arrived at the Waitawheta Hut around 
2pm, with a little over 10km walking. Again we set 
about arranging our bunks for the night. Edgecumbe 
College also had a group of students staying at this 
hut.  
 
Tues 6th Nov: We hiked out of the Waitawheta Hut at 
8.30am and followed the tramway back to the Franklin 
Road carpark (around 9km) arriving back at the 
school van at 12pm. We were then surprised by a 
neighbour to the carpark who offered us a ride on his 
train (Blake’s Station). This was the icing on the cake 
at the end of a challenging and rewarding multi-day 
hike. We were back at school about 3pm, ready for a 
good sleep and the comforts of home.  



Wai

 

A Quiet Word from The Library Dragon 

 

SUMMER LENDING IS COMING TO WAIKITE VALLEY SCHOOL LIBRARY!!!!! 

 

Wow, what a year.  It is great to see the library busy and vibrant and to chat with the students about what they 

are reading.  Everyone is getting better at remembering to return their books and learning to not be afraid to 

step out of their comfort zone and give a different style of book a try.  (There are only so many horse or 

dinosaur books a child can read after all!!) 

 

We have a growing list of community borrowers and a growing collection of donated adult titles.   

 

We are hosting another Scholastic Book Fair, beginning Tuesday November 20th, watch the newsletter for 

details.  This is a great chance to pick up some Christmas bargains.  

 

We have all heard about the summer reading slide. Our children are not reading as often, the skills they have 

learned and progress they have made with their reading through the year takes a downwards tumble. ?   

 

To help negate some of this slide we are introducing summer holiday lending.  Students, and registered 

community borrowers, will be able to issue books at the end of term 4 to have over the summer break, yee haa. 

 

The serious bits:  

ü  Borrowers must have returned all their overdue books prior to issuing for summer.  Lists will be sent 

home early in term 4, and again if required. 

ü  The same expectations for care and return of books apply for summer lending as for “during the school 

year” lending. (i.e. treat books with care and return them at the beginning of the 2019 school year) 

ü  Any questions please don’t hesitate to pop into 

school to see me or email me on: 

gilliant@waikitevalley.school.nz 

  

Cheers, 

Gillian Trent 

Waikite Valley School Library (Dragon) 

 


